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Unit 1  Resilience 
Established Benchmarks: 
Reading Standards for Literature:  (All standards are taught, but the ones in bold are the focus for this unit.) 
RL 1    Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
            inferences drawn from the text. 
RL 2    Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including 
            its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text. 
RL 3    Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal aspects of a  
            character, or provoke a decision.  
RL 4    Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative 
            meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions 
            to other texts. 
RL 5    Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the differing structure of each text 
            contributes to its meaning and style. 
RL 6    Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the audience or reader (e.g., created through 
            the use of dramatic irony) create such effects as suspense or humor. 
RL 7    Analyze the extent to which a filmed or live production of a story or drama stays faithful to or departs from the 
            text or script, evaluating the choices made by the director or actors. 
RL 8    (Not applicable to literature) 
RL 9    Analyze how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from myths, 
            traditional stories, or religious works such as the Bible, including describing how the material is rendered new. 
RL10   By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 
            6-8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 

Reading Standards for Informational Text:  (All standards are taught, but the ones in bold are the focus for this unit.) 

RI 1    Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as  
           inferences drawn from the text. 
RI 2    Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text; including its 
           relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text. 
RI 3    Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events 
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          (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories). 
RI 4    Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, 
           and technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including                  

anaolgies or allusions to other texts. 
RI 5    Analyze in detail the structure of a specific paragraph in a text, including the role of particular sentences in 
           developing and refining a key concept. 
RI 6    Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author acknowledges and responds 
           to conflicting evidence or viewpoints.  
RI 7    Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums (e.g., print or digital text, video, 
           multimedia) to present a particular topic or idea. 
RI 8    Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is    

sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced. 
RI 9    Analyze a case in which two or more texts provide conflicting information on the same topic and identity 

where the texts disagree on matters of fact or interpretation. 
RI10   By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the 6-8 text complexity band  
           Independently and proficiently. 

Writing Standards:  (All standards will be taught, but there should be a focus on the ones in bold). 

W1     Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 
W2     Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information  
           through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 
W3     Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive  
           details, and well-structured event sequences. 
W4     Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task,  
           purpose, and audience. 
W5     With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning,  
           revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been 
           addressed. 
W6     Use technology, including the internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships between  
           information and ideas efficiently as well as to interact and collaborate with others. 
W7     Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on   
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several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of  
exploration. 

W8    Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess  
the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others 
while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 

W9     Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
W10   Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time  
           frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

Speaking & Listening:  (ALL of these standards should be taught throughout the year.) 

SL 1   Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse  
           partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
SL 2   Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) 
           and evaluate the motives (e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its presentation. 
SL 3   Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and relevance and 
           sufficiency of the evidence and identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced.  
SL 4   Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with relevant evidence,  
           sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear  
           pronunciation. 
SL 5   Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify information, strengthen claims and evidence, 
           and add interest. 
SL 6   Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or 
          appropriate. 

Language:  (ALL of these standards should be taught throughout the year.) 

L1     Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or  
speaking. 

L2     Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling 
when writing. 

L3     Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
L4     Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 
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reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
L5     Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 
L6     Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather 
         vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 
 

Enduring Understanding: 

 In the face of adversity, resilience causes some to 
prevail while others fail. 

 

Essential Questions: 

 How can the human spirit manage to triumph? 

 Is resilience learned or innate? 

 How do personal trials test the depth of our resilience? 
 

 

Student will know……….. 
Reading Literature 
RL.1. 

 Textual evidence (explicit and inferential) 
 
Reading Informational Text 
RI.1. 

 Textual evidence (explicit and inferential) 
 
 
 
 
RI.3. 

 how a text uses 
o connections 
o distinctions 
o comparisons 
o analogies 
o categories 

Students will be able to do……. 
Reading Literature 
RL.1. 

 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports 
an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. 

 
Reading Informational Text 
RI.1. 

 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports 
an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. 

RI.3. 

 Analyze how a text makes connections and 
distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events 
through comparisons, analogies, and categories. 
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RI.4. 

 figurative, connotative and technical meanings 

 Impact of specific word choice on meaning and tone  

 analogies and allusions to other texts 
 
RI.5.  

 paragraph structure (i.e. topic sentence, supporting 
details, transitions) 

 
RI.8. 

 argument  

 claims 

 evidence through reasoning 

 
 

RI.9. 

 where texts disagree on matters of fact or 
interpretation 
 

Writing 
W.2. 

 informational/explanatory text 

 selection, organization, and analysis of relevant 
content 

 introductions 

 topic development 

 transitions 

RI.4. 

 determine the figurative, connotative, and technical 
meaning of words and phrases 

 analyze the impact of word choice on meaning and 
tone including analogies and allusions to other texts 

RI.5.  

 analyze in detail the structure of a specific paragraph 
in a text, including the role of particular sentences in 
developing and refining a key concept 

RI.8. 

 delineate (outline) the argument and specific claims 
in a text. 

 Assess/evaluate whether there is enough relevant 
evidence to support argument. 

 recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced. 

RI.9. 

 Analyze two or more texts which provide conflicting 
information on the same topic 

 Identify where texts disagree on matters of fact or 
interpretation 

Writing 
W.2. 

 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a 
topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information 
through the selection, organization, and analysis of 
relevant content  

o Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to 
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 precise language and domain-specific vocabulary 

 formal style 

 conclusion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
W.7. 

 research projects 

 self-generated questions 

 multiple sources 

 multiple avenues of exploration 
 

 
W.8. 

 use search terms effectively 

 quoting 

 paraphrasing 

 proper annotation and citation 

 avoidance of plagiarism 
 

come. 
o Organize ideas, concepts, and information 

into broader categories 
o Include formatting, graphics, and multimedia 

when useful for comprehension 
o Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen 

facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, 
or other information and examples 

o Use appropriate and varied transitions to 
create cohesion and clarify the relationships 
among ideas and concepts 

o Use precise language and domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic 

o Establish and maintain a formal style 
o Provide a concluding statement or section that 

follows from and supports the information or 
explanation presented 

 
W.7. 

 conduct short research projects to answer a question 

 draw upon several sources 

 generate additional focused questions that allow for 
multiple avenues of exploration. 

W.8. 

 gather relevant information from multiple print and 
digital sources, using search terms effectively; 
assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; 
and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of 
others while avoiding plagiarism and following a 
standard format for citation. 
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W.9. 

 how to draw evidence from literary or informational 
texts 

 support analysis, reflection, and research 

 application of standards for reading Literature and 
Reading Informational Text 

W.9. 

 draw evidence from literary or informational texts to 
support analysis, reflection, and research 

 apply standards for reading Literature and Reading 
Informational Text 

Vocabulary: 
 
This section refers to vocabulary from the extended text 
only.  We strongly encourage teachers to add vocabulary 
from other texts chosen.   
 
Academic Vocabulary: 
Analyze, evidence, cite, paraphrase, annotate, transitions, 
plagiarism, comparison, analogy, argument, connotation 
 
Words to Front-Load: 
Resilience, adversity, historical text, plague, Yellow Fever, 
personification, figurative language 
 
Examples of Vocabulary in Context from the Required 
Extended Text: (p.920) 
Unrelenting, drone, cask, hold, sinks, stevedore, noxious, 
sloop, putrefy, ware, haggle, refurbish, capitulation, 
formidable, foe, neutrality 
 
Instructional Methods: 
Teach prefixes, suffixes, root words and strategies that aid 
in determining meaning. 
 

Grammar Focus: 
 
Instructors should identify the common patterns of errors in 
student writing and address them in their instruction.  Listed 
below are the skills that need explicit instruction this 
quarter. 
 

 Identify subject and predicate. 

 Eliminate run-ons and fragments. 

 Properly punctuate sentences. 

 Use capitalization correctly. 
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Assessment Evidence 

Formative Tasks: 
Instructors should formatively assess their standards daily 
to track student progress and guide instruction.  Refer to 
the formative assessment strategies handout in appendix. 
 
Develop tasks that reflect performance and summative 
evidence of mastery.  

 Text-based questions 

 Close reading 

 Read extended text 

 Respond to vocabulary 

 Respond to evidence-based selected response 

 Routine, daily writing. 
See livebinders.com for suggested lessons and resources. 

Threshold: 
69 and below on Summative Assessments 
 
Suggested Re-Teach Options:  
 

 Study Island (web-based) 

 Textbook Resource Manager (Reteach Options) 

 Test corrections 

 Small-group instruction 

 Conferencing 

Writing Tasks: 
The instructor is expected to follow best practices for 
assessing CCSSs in the context of reading and writing, 
including: 

 4–6 expository pieces of writing per ―Informational Text‖ 
quarter, with focus on informing and explaining. 

 1-2 narrative pieces of writing per ―Informational Text‖ 
quarter. 

 Suggested topics to include author’s point of view; 
drawing inferences; emphasizing different evidence; and 
advancing different interpretations of text. 

 Routine, daily, purposeful writing. 

 Text-based writing to demonstrate content and process 
knowledge. 

Summative Tasks: 
RI.1, RI.3, RI.4, RI.5, RI.8, RI.9, RL.1, Text-dependent 
questions that measure students’ comprehension and 
provide them with the evidence needed to develop their 
informational writing piece. 
 
Mini-summative Assessments on selected texts throughout 
the quarter. 
 
District Quarter Exam – Part A – ¾ through quarter - Essay 
Writing 
 
District Quarter Exam – Part B – end of quarter – all 
multiple choice 
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Resources 
Extended Text that ALL students MUST read: 
Excerpt from An American Plague: The True and terrifying 
Story of the Yellow Fever Epidemic of 1793 by Jim Murphy-
-p.918 
Suggested pieces to accompany extended text are listed 
below.  Students should read a minimum of 2-3 literature 
texts and a minimum of 1-2 informational texts per unit. 
Literature Texts: 

 ―Mother to Son‖ by Langston Hughes—p. 616 

 Excerpt from Roll of Thunder Hear My Cry by 
Mildred D. Taylor—p.375 

 ―Sit-Ins‖ by Margaret Walker—p.837 

 Fever 1793 by Laurie Halse Anderson 
Informational Texts: 

 ―Letter from New Orleans: Leaving Desire‖ by Jon 
Lee Anderson—p. 405 

 ―Dream of Freedom‖ by Diane McWhorter—p.839 

 ―Robo-Legs‖ by Michael Marriott—p.908 

 ―Musicians Know the Blues Firsthand‖ by Andrew 
Jacobs—p.186 

Suggested Activities: 
Visit livebinders.com for resources. 
 
Research and Writing Option: Students will conduct a short 
research activity on another historical or contemporary 
epidemic using resources such as 
www.EyewitnesstoHistory.com. Students will have at least 
one primary source and create an expository product 
(paper, PowerPoint, etc.) 
 
 
 

Scaffolding / Intervention Strategies: 

Below Grade Level: 

 Kagan Strategies such as Think, Pair, Share and 
Numbered Heads Together 

 Textbook differentiated strategies, bottom of pages 
in TE* 

 Choice of supplemental text 

Above Grade Level: 

 ―Critical Thinking‖ Responses in the textbook.* 

 Choice of supplemental texts 
 
 

*Literature, McDougal Littell 

http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/

